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To  the  Tourne  Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

In  presenting  this  Report  for  the  whole  year  it 
should  he  understood  that  during  the  first  three  months  the 
district  was  under  the  charge  of  Dr.  J.  Watson  Burdwood,  and 
that  consequently  for  that  period  my  report  is  confined  to  vital 
statistics  only  ; these  you  will  find  annexed  and  made  out  for  the 
whole  year  as  previously,  except  that  in  the  past  no  differentiation 
seems  to  have  been  made  of  deaths  of  actual  residents  in  your 
district  and  those  of  non-residents  imported  into  the  district  and 


2 


dying  in  the  Workhonse  of  the  Union.  Thus  whilst  the  Death- 
rate  for  all  deaths  occurring  within  the  district  amounted  to  15'2 
against  the  average  rate,  since  the  formation  of  your  Council,  of 
15-7,  the  actual  Death-rate  of  residents  proper  was  only  13  6,  and 
of  the  60  deaths  which  occurred  during  the  year  45,  or  75  per 
cent.,  were  of  persons  under  one  year  of  life  or  over  65. 

The  statistics  as  to  Births  are  not  so  encouraging,  for 
there  has  been  a decrease  for  the  last  three  years,  and  for  the 
year  1907  the  number  was  90,  the  lowest  since  the  formation  of 
the  district,  giving  a Birth-rate  of  only  20'5  per  thousand  as 
against  the  previous  average  rate  of  25  per  thousand. 

Turning  to  the  Table  of  Notifiable  Infectious  Disease,  it 
will  be  seen  that  37  cases  occurred  during  the  year,  and  of  that 
number  31  were  of  Scarlatina,  4 of  Diphtheria,  and  2 of  Typhoid 
Fever  ; tlie  latter  being  one  clearly  imported  case  and  one  con- 
tracted from  nursing  it.  Happily  your  district  has  been  free  for 
many  years  from  this  dreaded  disease,  and  in  these  cases  no  step 
was  left  untaken  to  prevent  any  spread  of  the  complaint. 

The  cases  of  Scarlatina  and  Diphtheria  were  for  the 
most  part  of  a mild  character,  and  no  deaths  are  recorded,  but 
although  these  comprise  the  cases  of  notifiable  diseases  there  were 
two  deaths  from  Whooping-Cough  during  an  epidemic  of  that 
disease  which  occurred  during  the  latter  part  of  spring  and  early  , 
summer,  and  it  is  deplorable  that  this  disease  which,  is  one  of  the 
most  contagious  and  certainly  the  most  deadly  of  all  the  infectious 
disorders  in  early  life,  should  not  be  subject  to  notification  so  that 
the  Sanitary  Officers  might  take  prompt  steps  to  check  an 
epidemic. 


In  passing  from  the  infectious  diseases  mention  must  be 
made  also  of  an  epidemic  of  Mumps  which  broke  out  at  the 
latter  end  of  the  year,  and  which  though  not  involving  danger  to 
life,  still  played  havoc  with  the  attendance  of  children  at  the 
Schools. 


During  the  year  under  review  the  Factories  and  Work- 
shops have  been  periodically  inspected  and  only  one  case  of  over- 
crowding was  discovered,  which  on  due  notice  being  given  was 
remedied. 

Dairies  and  Slaughter-Houses  have  been  registered  and 
they  have  been  periodically  inspected  and  steps  taken  to  make 
them  conform  to  the  Bye-laws  for  their  sanitary  condition. 

The  Sewage  Works  have  been  frequently  inspected, 
more  particularly  the  Outfall  at  Guthram,  and  great  improve- 
ment has  been  noted  in  the  character  of  the  effluent  at  the  latter 
place. 


The  main  source  of  difficulty  at  the  Sewage  Beds  is  now 
•the  Storm  Water,  and  to  remedy  this  I w'ould  urge  the  seizing  of 
every  available  opportunity  to  divert  the  surface  water  from  the 
Town  Sewers.  I would  also  suggest  that  the  capacity  of  the  present 
Sewage  Beds  might  be  largely  increased  at  comparatively  small 
cost  by  constrixcting  a new  Sewer  from  the  end  of  the  Eastgate  to 
the  Works  with  a properly  graduated  fall,  which  would  allow  an 
additional  depth  of  at  least  1ft.  Gin.  to  be  added  to  the  Beds. 


The  most  important  event  during  the  year  was  the 
inspection  in  May  by  Dr.  Mivart,  of  the  Local  Govei’nment  Board, 
and  his  Report  has  been  placed  before  you. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  it  is  quite  as  good  if  not  a better 
one  than  would  result  from  the  inspection  of  any  small  agricultural 
town  such  as  this. 
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To  take  the  headings  in  the  order  of  the  Report : — 

DWELLINGS  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASS. 

Whilst  it  is  perfectly  tnie  that  there  are  a few  dwellings 
quite  unfit  for  habitation  and  which  it  will  be  my  duty  to 
condemn,  there  are  still  many  houses  lacking  certainly  in 
what  is  known  as  “ every  modern  convenience,”  which  are 
at  any  rate  the  only  sort  of  home  their  occupiers  could 
afford,  and  to  close  these  would  be  to  drive  them,  the  aged 
reluctantly  into  the  Workhouse,  and  the  able-bodied  into 
tlie  larger  towns  to  increase  the  congestion  that  is  now 
calling  for  the  attention  of  legislature. 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

There  is  little  under  this  heading  which  calls  for  comment, 
and  the  town  suffers  more  from  the  super-abundance  than 
from  the  lack  of  water.  Constant  efforts  have  been  made 
b}'  your  Surveyor  to  discover  the  source  and  to  check  the 
volume  of  unused  water  entering  into  the  Sewers  without 
much  success  however,  and  I could  mention  tlie  names  of 
two  Members  of  your  Council  who  are  responsible  for  a 
considerable  daily  addition  to  the  waste  water  in  the  Sewer. 

In  the  matter  of  new  Bores  the  task  is  easy  and  no  one 
is  now  permitted  to  use  the  toum  surface  Drains  or  Sewers 
for  disposing  of  the  waste  water  from  a Bore. 

SEWERAGE. 

Here  again  no  serious  complaint  is  made,  and  Dr.  Mivart 
obviously  recognises  the  difficulties  that  have  to  be 
contended  against  and  recommends  that  expert  advice  be 
taken  as  to  how  such  a volume  of  contaminated  fluid  could 
be  better  dealt  with  at  reasonable  cost. 
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It  wiU  be  within  your  recollection  that  this  was  done 
some  little  time  ago,  when  the  engineer  who  was  consulted 
advised  land  treatment  involving  such  an  expenditui'e  as 
to  be  impracticable  and  the  plan  was  therefore  abandoned. 

EXCREMENT  DISPOSAL. 

Constant  attention  has  been  given  to  obviate  nuisances  from 
this  cause.  The  cases  mentioned  in  the  Report  have  been 
remedied  and  the  owner  of  the  property  in  Wood  View  is 
about  to  convert  the  cess-pit  privies  into  water  closets. 

With  regard  to  the  “ Bede  Houses,”  your  Council  will 
remember  that  I have  previously  called  attention  to  these, 
and  it  seems  to  me  that  in  principle  it  must  be  wrong  to 
set  up  a colony  of  men,  aged  and  infirm,  without  super- 
vision or  attendance  and  who  consequently  drift  into  a 
filthy  and  insanitary  condition.  The  statement  about  there 
only  being  one  privy  for  the  inmates  of  24  houses  is 
obviously  too  absurd  to  be  anything  but  a mis-print. 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

Undoubtedly  in  the  past  there  has  been  great  laxity  of 
supervision  in  this  respect  and  nuisances  have  been  both 
frequent  and  constant,  but  during  the  past  year  much 
greater  attention  has  been  given  to  the  matter  and  many 
nuisances  abated,  including  those  specified  in  the  Report. 

As  to  the  suggestion  that  the  “ only  efficient  remedy 
possible  is  the  adoption  of  a system  of  public  scavenging,” 
wliich  would  be  “ welcomed  by  a large  number  of  inhabi- 
tants.” Writing  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  I must  agree 
that  the  first  part  of  this  is  true,  as  is  also  the  second  so 
far  as  a section  composed  of  inhabitants  who  “ have  nothing 
to  pay  and  nothing  to  lose”  and  a few  owners  of  dilapidated 
or  jeriy-built  cottages  ai'e  concerned  ; at  the  same  time  the 


6 


rus  in  urbe  character  of  your  District  must  be  taken  into 
consideration  and  the  question  forces  itself  on  one’s  mind 
whether  it  is  right  in  this  case  to  charge  the  greater 
portion  of  the  community  for  a privilege,  which  they  do  not 
want  and  wiU  not  use,  in  order  that  the  minority  may  be 
relieved  of  a public  duty  at  the  expense  of  others. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

Since  the  visit  of  Dr.  Mivart  these  have  been  registered  and 
they  have  been  inspected  from  time  to  time. 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

These  also  have  been  frequently  inspected  and  in  the  case 
of  the  larger  ones  the  regulations  under  the  Order  fully 
enforced,  and  in  the  case  of  the  smaller  ones  with  as  little 
modification  as  was  possible. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

Tliis  is  of  course  a matter  engaging  your  attention  at  the 
present  moment,  and  when  the  Bourne  Rural  District 
Council  invited  your  Council  to  participate  with  them  in 
providing  suitable  accommodation  for  infectious  cases.  Dr. 
Mivart’s  recommendation  seemed  in  a fair  way  of  being 
speedily  carried  into  effect.  Since  then  however,  your 
Council  have  inexplicably  declined  to  continue  co-operation 
Avith  the  Rural  Council. 

Under  these  cii'cumstances  I must  point  out  that  it  is 
imperative  that  some  provision  must  be  made  for  the 
isolation  of  infectious  cases  in  the  town  and  that  it  should 
be  in  constant  readiness  ; a more  or  less  furnished  building, 
empty  and  usually  an  eyesore,  is  of  practically  no  use 
whatever  ; I would  therefore  suggest  an  arrangement  with 
the  Rural  Council  to  accept  cases  from  your  District  in 
their  Hospital  at  a certain  agreed  cost. 
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I would  endorse  Dr.  Mivart’s  suggestion  that  a proper 
disinfecting  apparatus  he  provided. 

With  regard  to  the  foot  note  on  the  last  page  of  the 
Report  I must  in  justice  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself 
point  out  that  Dr.  Mivart  was  misled  ; the  facts  are  : — 

Firstly,  of  the  two  children,  one  was  in  the  acute  stage 
of  the  complaint  and  the  other  was  peeling  after  it. 

Secondly,  a sufficient  supply  of  good  water  was  daily 
brought  to  the  hospital,  and  if  the  woman  used  the  well 
on  the  premises  for  drinking  or  culinary  purposes  she  did 
what  had  been  prohibited. 

It  will  be  seen  therefore,  that  of  the  measures  stated  in  the 
Report  to  be  pressing,  all  have  received  attention,  and  with  the 
exception  of  No.  4 and  No.  7 have  been  carried  out.  The  latter  is 
now  under  consideration  by  you,  and  in  the  case  of  No.  4 it  is  for 
you  to  consider  whether  the  nuisances  which  led  to  its  recommen- 
dation could  be : — 

1.  Sufficiently  mitigated  by  a stringent  enforcement 

of  the  existing  Bye-laws. 

Or 

* 

2.  Obviated  by  undertaking  the  removal  yourselves. 

Or 

3.  Entrusted  to  the  responsibility  of  the  person  who 

will  contract  for  such  removal. 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Faithfully  yours,  • 


W.  J.  GILPIN. 


